CHAPTER   XVI

GERMANY (DEUTSCHES REICH)

SCIENCE is the tool which the active and industrious German people
have used to fashion one of the most powerful and progressive nations
of modern times. By the use of scientific agriculture the German
farmer has turned a desolate area of sand and moor into a productive
countryside. By the use of mechanical and chemical inventions and
improvements the German manufacturer has constructed the mightiest
industrial organization in Europe. By the use of the careful application
of the physical sciences the German engineer has fashioned the Graf
Zeppelin and those speedsters of the Atlantic, the Bremen and the
Europa. Truly Germany is a product of the modern scientific age to a
greater extent than any other nation, with the possible exception of
the United States.

The evolution of Germany into a powerful and progressive nation
has taken place during the past sixty years. Prior to that time progress
was retarded by the lack of political unity. Following the break-up of
the Empire of Charlemagne, the present territory of Germany gradually
disintegrated into a group of small states. Forces tending toward unity
were, however, gradually making themselves felt. The Hapsburgs were
expanding the Bavarian mark and carving out an empire in the south-
east, while the Hohenzollerns extended their sway from the mark of
Brandenburg until all of the north German plain was included in the
Kingdom of Prussia. The central German highland between these two-
large units was divided into a number of small states. An attempt to
bring all of these areas together was begun in 1815, with the organiza-
tion of the feeble German Confederation. A second step was taken in
1834, when some two-thirds of the states were brought together in a
Zollverein or Customs Union. Real unity was retarded by the.contest
between Austria and Prussia for the leadership of the other states.
This was settled by the defeat of Austria in 1866 and the rise of
Prussia to a position of dominance. The final step was taken in 1871,
when .Bismarck and his colleagues organized the German Empire,
which included all of the states except Austria.

Once unity had been achieved, the nation was in a position to
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